WHY THE NEW JOHN BULL?
of the Capitalist, Conservative order in Great Britain,
the British Right, in receding so frequently, so con-
sistently, so supinely before the Japanese, German and
Italian challenge? If ever economic interests which
are supposed to push capitalist states to war were
involved they were involved in the case of the
Japanese aggression. Yet war, or any line which
might lead to war, has been refused in the Japanese as
in the other cases.
In all interpretations of motive and purpose in poli-
tics there must be some element of guess (especially
as the subconscious, imponderable, operates in na-
tional even more than in personal action). But the
following conclusions are not likely to be far wrong:
(1)  In so far as a General Will of Capitalism can
be said to exist, it is at present plainly afraid of war*
In view of the experience of the last war there is
quite unmistakably a general feeling that another
world war would see the end of capitalism as we
know it. Even Socialist writers like Mr. Cole agree
that this would be the almost inevitable result; and
that outcome is not unnaturally disliked by the
capitalist.  There is no reason to suppose that the
fear of war expressed by Conservatives is insincere,
however much their policy may increase the
dangers which frightei} them.
(2)  There is also some fear of what would result
to the present order if Fascist states were involved
in difficulties and brought down as the result of
measures short of war; of what would have
199